


























© 2008. Hollister Kids in Wynnewood PA. All rights reserved. www.hollisterkids.com

GET CONNECTED

The mark of a good writer is the ability to get readers to connect
with the people in stories. Your e-Edition is a good way to examine
the connections created by writing. Find a story about a newsmaker
in the e-Edition. The person can be a politician, a sports figure, an
entertainer or a citizen getting involved. In the spaces below, write
out four experiences or qualities learned about the newsmaker from
the story. Next to each, write a similar experience or quality you have.
Finish by writing how your response or action was similar or

different from the newsmaker’s.

My Newsmaker Choice:

Experience/Quality My Experience/Quality

How my response was similar or different:

How my response was similar or different:

How my response was similar or different:

How my response was similar or different:

BAXNINE
STANDARDS/SKILLS.

STANDARDS/SKILLS:
Responding to a variety of

oral, visual, written and elec-
tronic texts by making con-
nections to students’ personal
lives and the lives of others.
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GET FIT!

Experts agree that obesity is a major cause of health problems.
Pretend you are doing a research paper on this subject. Use this
week’s e-Edition to find 10 things that you could do — or
refrain from doing — to get or feel healthier. On the back of
this activity sheet, cite the articles you find as if you were doing
the bibliography for a research paper.

LEARNING
STANDARDS/SKILLS.

Acquiring information

from a variety of sources;
organizing and presenting
the information; interpret-
ing the meaning and
significance of the
information.
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ADULTHOOD

Young men and women in Japan celebrate Coming of Age Day, a ritual
that welcomes 20-year-olds into the adult world. Read articles in today’s
e-Edition about young Americans between the ages of 18 and 20. Then
write a letter to the editor proposing an American equivalent to the
Japanese holiday. Give your day a name, and include traditions and cere-
monies you think would be appropriate for such a day.

a Name of your day

e Traditions to establish for your holiday

a.

6 What day of the year would it take place?

@ Ceremonies

a.

EAXNINE

STANDARDS/SKILLS. Write your letter to the editor on the back of this sheet.
Recognizing and using

authors’ techniques that

convey meaning and build

empathy with readers when
composing student texts.
Examples include appeals
to reason and emotion and
use of figurative language
that assist audience
comprehension.
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JEDI (JED-i), n.

The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary now includes definitions for “Jedi” and “Klingon,” two made-up
words that entered the English language through science fiction stories. American English is a fun lan-
guage, because it combines Latin, Greek, Spanish, German, Arabic, Japanese, Russian, Swahili, Hebrew
and Native American languages, to name just a few sources. It seems to come from all over and is con-
stantly changing. Find a word in today’s e-Edition that you can’t find in the dictionary. Science, world
news and advertising sections are a good place to hunt. Use context clues to figure out what the word
means. Then use your language skills and imagination to create a word. Remember that many English
words contain meaningful roots in other languages.

Word found in e-Edition:

On Page/Section: In a story/ad for:

Your new word:

How to pronounce it:

Its part of speech:

Its definition:

Now use it in a sentence:

Share your word with the class. Who knows, it might catch on!

BAXNINE
STANDARDS/SKILLS.

Employing multiple strategies

to recognize words and con-
struct meaning, including the
use of context clues, word
roots and affixes and syntax
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THINKING ABOUT IT

Often it's hard to pick sides in a good debate, because both sides can have good ideas. Still, it's important to figure
out what you think is best. Find an article about a difficult situation in today’s e-Edition. Based on what you read in
the paper, and other research, write a persuasive essay telling what you think should happen. Be sure to outline
your ideas before you write.

Argument/Thesis:

Pros:

Evidence:

Evidence:

Evidence:

Cons:

Evidence:

Evidence:

Evidence:

BAXNINE
STANDARDS/SKILLS.

Utilizing the persuasive
power of text as an instrument

of change in the community,
the nation, and the world.
Examples include identifying

a community issue and design-
ing an authentic project using
oral, written and visual texts
to promote social action.
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